ENGLISH
POLITICAL  THEORY
CHAPTER  I
THE NATURE OF POLITICAL THEORY
TO begin with defensive measures may savour of
a guilty conscience, but there is nothing to be
gained by denying the existence of an enemy.
Political theory is undoubtedly regarded in certain
quarters as an abstract and a barren subject, useful only
for professors who live by taking in each other's ideas
and destroying them in the wash. That, treated in a
certain way, political theory is both abstract and barren
it is idle to deny ; that, sensibly handled with a common-
sense attitude to the real values of social life, it is
both a concrete and a fruitful study it is my purpose to
maintain. Political theory, like political practice, has
suffered from the excessive attention of lawyers; and
these lawyers have narrowed down to such an academic
question as the nature of sovereignty what should be
the widest and most vital of inquiries. For we are to
ask not only what is the origin of society or community,
but also what is its purpose and how that purpose can
be most effectually realized. And these surely are
questions of sufficient size and urgency not merely to
justify the pursuit of political theory, but to make that